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the empire. Even the great military barriers in Britain, on the German frontier and in North Africa were permeable. Roman traffic ways connected to lines of communication into territories well beyond the empire. In most cases, these routes had been in use for centuries before the Roman conquest. They led by land or sea to the north, south or east, and ultimately connected the Mediterranean with the countries on the North and Baltic Seas, Sub-Saharan Africa, Central Asia, India and China. Since the conquests of Alexander the Great and the 'discovery' of the Monsoon winds in the second century CE, trade relations between the Mediterranean world and the countries of the Far East intensified,2 and India and China were firmly integrated into the Western concept of the inhabited world, the 'oikumene' . The famous medieval copy of an illustrated imperial Roman 'road map' (itinerarium) known as the 'Tabula Peutingeriana' with its depiction of the entire Roman road system from Britannia to the east provides a graphic illustration of this notion. For it shows how, in the east, the network of Roman roads seamlessly continues into non-Roman territories. Moreover, the last sheet of this remarkable document includes, for instance, references to Sera Maior (presumably China), the Ganges river ( fl. Ganges), and the well known ancient seaport of Muziris with its templ(um) Augusti on the Malabar coast in south west India.3 The 'Tabula Peutingeriana' therefore displays a network of
